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The Cost of Gold Open Access: A Case Study of the UK

Between 2012 and 2015, the UK developed open-access policies which encouraged adoption of Gold OA
(open-access publishing in journals) in particular. As part of this, major research sponsors made funds availa-
ble to institutions to pay article-processing charges (APCs) and other institutional costs of OA. This presenta-
tion provides an overview of the current situation in UK higher education institutions with regard to funding
Gold OA. In particular, it reports recent research analysing data from 24 institutions on APC expenditure,
drawing comparisons with subscription expenditure on journals. Issues such as perceived publisher 'double
dipping', funding of administrative processes and managing responses to funder mandates will be discussed.
These issues are set in the wider context of the uptake of OA in the UK and more widely.
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