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RÉSUMÉ de l’INTERVENTION 

Open Access or Open Excess; libraries at a crossroads  
“We do firmly believe a benefit of open access is the transparency in the cost of publishing, which enables 

authors to see up front what each journal charges and make an informed decision based on the service the 
journal offers.” 

Carrie Calder, Strategy Director Nature Publishing Group. 
 

Heritage publishers are giving in to the pressure of academia for providing open access to research 
publications. One after the other subscription licenses are morphed into hybrid open access licenses. The 
general view is that this is a transitional step on the way to a full OA market.  This is naïve. A closer look at the 
various stakeholders learns that the opposite may happen as well: OA publishers pursuing open access 
licenses.  Libraries are at a crossroads here. Will they continue in their current role as money collectors for 
publishers or revert to their original profession: independent quality control? 
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